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THE  prefent  critical  fiate  of  na- 
tional affairs  has  fo  much  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  the  public, 
that  it  cannot  be  thought  unfeafonable 
to  fubmit  to  it,  a  few  ferious  refleclions 
on  the  expediency  of  diffolving  the 
prefent  Parliament,  and  on  the  prin- 
B  ciples 
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"ciples  which  ought  to  dlre^  us  in  our 
choice  of  Reprefeiitatives  for  the 
next. 

It  is  not  now  neceflary  to  difcufs 
the  advantages  or  difad\^antages  of  a 
Triennial  Bill,  or  to  examine  the  dif- 
ferent opinions  which  have  prevailed 
as  to  the  beft  period  of  limiting  the 
duration  of  Parliaments.  Although 
the  Septennial  Ad  (by  many  learned 
men  thought  unconftitutional)  ftill  re- 
mains in  force,  yet  few  Parliaments 
have  been  fuffered  to  expire  by  length 
of  Time.  Many  good  reafons  may 
be  given  for  putting  an  earlier  end  to 
their    political  Exlftence;   and   a  few 

fads. 
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fadts,  fairly  flated,  will  'jiiftify  that' 
Annihilation  which  the  Nation  now 
begins  to  exped. 

The  Exigence  of  the  Prerocrative  of 
the  Crown  to  diflblve  Parliament  is  too 
well  eftablifhed  to  admit  even  of  a 
difpute.  The  w^fdom  of  exercifing 
this  Prerogative  has  indeed  been  quef- 
tioned  in  that  Affembly  where  It  ought 
laft  and  leafl:  of  all  to  be  queRioned. 
No  Man,  not  even  a  Britifli  Senator, 
is  the  proper  Judge  of  his  own  merits; 
and  it  is,  in  truth,  an  arfyument  of 
fome  weight  againft  the  propriety  of 
permitting  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Com- 
m.ons  to  exiih   that,    it   has    flrupro-led 

B  a  by 
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by  defperate  Refolves  to  prevent  its 
own  Diflblution.  The  defire  of  ^ 
Reprefentative  of  the  People  to  pro- 
long his  political  Exiftence  can  only 
proceed  from  felfifh  motives.  His 
inclination  to  refort  to  the  conftituent 
Body  for  its  opinion  with  refpedl  to 
his  Charader  and  ConduQ:  in  Parlia- 
mentj^  denotes  a  confcioufnefs  that  he 
meant  at  leaft  to  have  promoted  the 
Intereft  of  the  Public.  A  general 
Eiedion  is  an  appeal  to  the  People, 
'Ahich  no  real  Patriot  ever  fhrunk 
from.  If  he  has  faithfully  difcharged 
his  Truft,  he  knows  that  it  is  the  In- 
tereft of  his  Conftituents  to  renew  their 
Confidence  in  him  :  he  c^n  even  readily 

pre? 


(5) 

prefume,  that  their  Candour  will  over^ 
look  the  Errors  of  his  Condudl,  when 
their  Judgement  cannot  but  approve 
the  motives  that  influenced  it.? — But  we 
are  not  to  be  furprifed  that  Men  fhould 
tremble  to  appear  before  their  Eledors, 
who  have  boldly  attempted,  in  their  le- 
gijlative  Capacities y  to  take  from  thena 
their  Charters  and  their  Property,  and  to 
invade  thofe  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
which  are  no  lefs  calculated  to  preferve 
the  independence  of  the  Subjedi,  than 
of  the  Sovereign. 

Frequent  Parliaments  are  certainly 
beft  fuited  to  the  rational  Principles  of 
a  free  Government:  it  is  not,  however, 

to 
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to  be  denied,  that  the^reat  and  'coh-f 
tinued  Expenccs  of  iretjuent  Ekdions,' 
snd  the  violent  Heats  "and  Animpfities 
confcqiient  thereon,  have  ■  induced 
many  worthy  Men  to  acquiefce  in  the 
Seotennial  A6i:,  as  often  as  attempts 
have  been  made  to  repeal  it.  But,  if 
the  jarring  iPafficns  and  .  contending 
laterefts  of  factious  Leadeis- (who  in  all 
^ges  have  called  themfelvfeS'/fo  People) 
have  rifen  to  an  heicrntli  d^np:erous  to 
'our  Liberties  ;  if  the  Luft  of  Power 
and  Place  has  confounded'^- the  moil 
honourable  Ccnnedions  in  the  Senate, 
every  good  Citizen  will  bear,  with 
c-earfuhiefs,  the  temporary  inconve- 
nience cf  a  o-enerd  Eleclion,   for   the 

fake 


.(    2    ) 

.fake  of  proGuring-  a,  fteady  Ggvern- 
,ment;  and  every  opportunity  will  l^e 
pleafing  to  the  Electors  which  enables 
them  to  reiedl  thofe  -Members,  who 
have  betrayed- their  Interefts ;  and  to 
return  others  who  are  unprejudiced, 
^unconneded,  and  willing  to  fup- 
port  an  honourable  Unio?i  of  real  Sen.- 
timents,  and  with  it,  a  firm  and  vigo- 
rous AdmJniftration, 

Whenever  the  Houfe  of  Ccmmons 
is  divided  into  furious  and  unnatural 
.Parties  (the  Pubhc  dial!  judge  whether 
it  is  fo  divided  at  prefent)^  there  cannot 
be  a  lime  more  proper  than  fuch  a 
time,  for  a  Confiltutional  Appeal  to 
2  the 
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tlie  People  upon  its  Differences  and 
Difputes.    That  Conftitutional  Appeal 
can  only  be  made  by  calling  upon  the 
People  to  decide,  in  a  new  Eledion, 
who  fhall  reprefent  them.      With  a 
view,  however,  to  prevent  this  Appeal, 
the    maintenance    of    Public    Credit 
is   affigned    as    a  ground   of  addrefs 
againft      diffolving     Parliament      by 
thofe  Men,    who,  for  the  laft  three 
months,  have  not  found  out  or  pro- 
pofed  any  means  to  raife  it.  And  the 
ftate  of  the  Eafl:  Indies  is  propofed  as 
another  ground    by    that    Houfe   of 
Commons,  which,  fome  People  think, 
has  been  v/illing  to  confider  the  Eafl 
only  as  an  Inftrument  of  its  own  am- 
bition, 
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bition,  and  difpofed  to  form  no  Afiatic 
Regulations  but  fuch  as  are  calculated 
to  create  in  that  Houfe  a  permanent 
Interefl-,  feparate  and  difHncEl  from 
that  of  the  People  at  large.  Unlefs 
another  fplrit  can  be  infufed  into  our 
Repreftntatives  (if  fuch  has  been  its 
difpofition),  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expe(9: 
any  reafonable  Plan  to  come  from  that 
Majority  which  has  fortunately  failed 
in  its  attempts  to  reform  IncUa^  by 
means  which  many  fober  men  are 
perfuaded  would  have  ruined  Bj^itatn, 

The  ftate  of  the  Eaft  Indies  does 
not  call  fo  lond  for  the  inftant  inter- 
pclition  of  Government  as  a  late  Ad- 

C  drefa 
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drefs    pretends.      The    Carnatic    has 
been  evacuated,  and  peace,  a  profound 
peace,     reftored    in    Indoiian.       The 
prefent  Houfe  of  Commons  has  (hewn 
itfelf  unwilling  to  make  any  equitable 
regulations  of  the  Government  of  In- 
dia confiftent  with  anv  of  the  known 
principles  of  the  Conititution  of  this 
country.      A  new   Parliament   there- 
fore muil  be  reforted  to.      But  a  new 
Parliament,  it  has    been  faid,    if  you 
admit  that  it  will  have  better  difpoli- 
tions,  muil  have  fo  little  information 
which   qualifies    the   prefent   for    this 
important  tafe  of  Indian  reformation, 
that  nothing  can  be  i?nmediately  done : 
nothing  ought  to   be  haftily  done,   I 

dial! 
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fhall  venture  to    afTert,    though   the 
authors   of  defperate  meafures,    who 
have   reforted    to  every   topic   which 
could  enforce  the  neceflity  of  inftant 
and  unprincipled  deciiion,  may  differ 
from  me.     Sifted  however  as  this  fub- 
je6t  has  lately  been,  there  can  hardly 
be  a  man  in  the  kingdom  who  is  not 
as  well  informed  of  the  ftate  of  India, 
and  as  well  qualified  to  decide  upon 
regulations  which  may  be  propofed,  as 
the  members  of  the  prefent  Parliament 
are  at  this  moment,   and  much  better 
than  they   were  when  the   Bill  lately 
rejected  was  firfl:  introduced  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

C    2  It 
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It  is  faid  your  country  is  in  a  ftate 
of  diftra6i:ion.  The  Author  of  this 
Pamphlet  is  one  among  many  thou- 
fands,  who  are  perfuaded  that  the 
caufes  of  that  confufion,  which,  when 
we  are  at  Peace  with  Foreign  Powers, 
muft  be  merely  internal^  will  ceafe 
with  the  exiftence  of  thofe  for  whofe 
diffolution  he  is  an  advocate. 

The  hiilory  of  the  two  laft  feflions 
is  no  lefs  extraordinary  than  the  Coa- 
litions which  have  been  formed  in 
them  \  conduct  and  profeifionsj  prac- 
tice and  principles,  have  been  totally 
irreconcileable  with  each  other  ;  it  has 
been  thought  more  confftent  to  affo- 

ciate 
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elate  with  the  objeds  of  the  mofi: 
pointed  inre6tives  than  to  impeach 
them  for  the  fake  ofpubUc  example; 
and  it  has  been  found  eajier  to  cen- 
fure  war  and  peace  than  to  make 
them ;  influence,  which  was  once 
the  fubjedl  of  the  moft  patriotic  ani- 
madverfions,  has  been  vindicated  in  a 
more  dangerous  form  by  the  fame 
tongue,  which  damned  it — Connec- 
tions have  been  founded  not  on  the 
pure  principles  of  the  idem  f entire  de 
Republicdy  not  of  public  character:  but 
on  the  grounds  of  a  corrupt  parlia- 
mentary influence :  a  worthy  noble- 
man has  fairly  ftated  that  public  cha« 
rader  ought  to  be  the  conftitutional 

road 
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road  to  office,  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
has  affifted  in  bringing  into  it  a  public 
CharaEter  which  not  in  one  fingle  in- 
fiance,  but  in  a  long  feries  ot  mal- 
adminiftration,  he  has  himfelf  con- 
demned :  in  one  word,  there  has  been 
a  conned:ion  between  repubHcan  Whigs 
and  high-flying  Tories.  From  fo  much 
palpable  felf-contradiclion  is  it  unrea- 
fonable  to  infer,  that  the  prcfent  Houfe 
of  Commons  wants  zfound  vital  prin- 
ciple  P  from  fo  much  palpable  felf- 
contradidion  would  not  a  difiblution 
be  the  beft  deliverance  ? 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that 

among  the  reafons  which  may  render 

4  it 
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it  expedient  in  the  Crown  to  diffolve 
Parliament,  the  attempt  lately  made  to 
brins:  under  its  o'W7t  wimediate  controul 
and  difpoiition  the  total  Adminiftration 
of  all  India,  is  a  powerful  one — The 
ambition  which  has  been  difclofed  by 
the  Author  of  that  Bill  has  raifed   a 
general  alarm  for  the  falvation  of  the 
country  ;    and  the  nation  now  grate- 
fully reveres  the  fpirit  and  the  wifdoin 
of  that  Houfe,  which  rejected  It.     Its 
very    being   was   indeed  at  ftake,  for 
when    the    Throne    is   attacked,    the 
Peers  are  bound  more  immediately  to 
fupport   it ;    if  it  falls,  they  muit  be 
buried  under  its  ruins.     But  it  mufl: 
be  ftated  as  a  reafon  yet  more  deciiive 

in 
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5n  favour  of  this  ftep,  that  although 
we  are  for  the  prefent  delivered  from 
the  confequences  of  that  Bill,  the  fime 
ambition  ftill  remains,  aided  by  the  fame 
confederates,  whofe  zeal  is  not  dimi- 
nifhed  in  the  lead:,  but  probably  in- 
creafed  by  difappolntment.  The  Au- 
thor of  that  Bill  has  declared  his  refo- 
lutlon  to  bring  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  another,  the  fame  in  pur- 
port, and  no  otherwife  different,  than 
merely  with  fome  fuch  alteration  in 
the  Title,  as  fl:iail  put  the  Houfe  in  a 
capacity  to  receive  and  to  pafs  it.  To 
check  fuch  attempts,  and  to  break 
fuch  a  confederacy,  nothing  can  be 
fo  effeclual  as  a  diffolution  of  its  le- 

e^iilative 
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gillative  power,  "  if  nothing,"  favs 
Mr.  Juftice  Blackftone*,  "  had  a  right 
**  to  prorogue  or  diflblve  a  Parliament 
*^  but  itfelf,  it  might  happen  to  be- 
"  come  perpetual ;  and  this  would  be 
**  extremely  dangerous,  if  at  any  time 
*^  it  fhould  attempt  to  encroach  on 
*'  the  executive  power  ;  as  was  fatally 
'*  experienced  by  the  unfortunate  King 
**  Charles  the  Firft,  who,  having  un- 
"  advifedly  pafied  an  ad  to  continue 
*'  the  Parliament  then  in  being  till 
"  fuch  time  as  it  fliould  pleafe  to  dif- 
"  folve  itfelf,  at  laft  fell  a  facrifice  to 
^'  that    inordinate    power    which    hs 

*^  Bock  I.  ch.  ii.  page  i88. 
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**  himfelf  had  confented  to  give  them." 
That  the  late  Eaft  India  Bill  was  a 
moft  daring  attempt  to  encroach  on 
the  executive  power,  no  man  will  now 
venture  to  deny ;  that  it  would  have 
probably  tended  to  annihilate  it,  few 
men  doubt.  Is  it  not  therefore  juft 
that  the  Crown  fhould  annihilate  that 
Houfe  which  made  fuch  an  attempt  ? 
Is  it  not  felf-prefervation  ?  Is  not  this 
the  crifis  defcribed  in  the  above  paf- 
fage  from  the  Commentaries  on  the 
Laws  of  England  ?  Much  has  been 
fald  with  refped  to  the  voice  of  the 
people  ou  this  fubjed  ;  teflimonies  of 
their  difapprobation  of  the  conduct 
of  that  Houfe  have  been  required  to 
•  warrant 
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warrant  its  diffolution.     What  were 
the  Petitions  from  the  Direftors  and 
Proprietors   of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany ?    What  was  the  Petition  from 
the  Corporation  of  London  ?  There  is 
not  perhaps  a  Corporation  in  the  king- 
dom, which  would  not  have  petitioned 
againft  that  Bill,  if  its  contents  hacj 
been  fully   known.      The  precipita- 
tion, with  which  it  was  hurried  through 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,    argues  the 
confcious  guilt  of  thofe  who  planned 
it.     When  the  greatest  trading  com- 
pany, and  the  firft  commercial  city  in 
the  world,  fo  publicly  exprefled,    as 
they  have  done,    their  dread   at  the 
paffing  a  Bill  of  fuch  importance  to 
D  2  th^ 
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the  rights  individual  as  well  as  corpo* 
rate  of  every  fubjed  in  the  Britifh 
empire,  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
regret,  and  moft  undoubtedly  would 
rejoice  at  the  Diffolution  of  that  Houfe 
which  paffed  it.  That  the  Eaft  India 
Bill  was  paffed  by  a  very  great  majority 
renders  the  exigence  of  that  Houfe  the 
more  dangerous ;  after  having  paffed 
Hich  a  Bill,  what  will  not  fuch  a 
Majority  attempt  even  againft  the 
Peers,  the  Crown,  and  the  People  ?-^^ 
If  this  Reafoning  is  founded  on  fa£ts, 
no  man  in  the  Kingdom,  except  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Cornmons, 
will  lament  its  Diffolution. 

Z  Th^r§ 


<     21      ) 

There  is  a  paffage  in  Dean  Swift*i 

works  *  which  feems  fo  diredly  appli, 

cable  to  the  prefent  Crifis,  that  it  may 

be  well   worthy  the  attention  of  the 

Public  J  and  particularly  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  \    ^^  Thisi  encourageth    me 

*^  to  hope  (faid  the  Dean)  that,  during 

.**  the  prefent  lucid  Interval,  the  Mem- 

"  bers,  retired  to  their  Homes,  may 

♦*  fufpend  awhile  their  acquired  com- 

./'  pleocions\  and,  taught  by  the  Calm-? 

^^  nefs  of  the  Scene  and  the  Seafon, 

*'  re-affume    the    Sedatenefs  of    their 

.  ^^  Temper.     If  this  fhould  be  fo,  it 

*  Contefts   and  DifT.   in    Athens  and  Rome^, 

^'  would^ 
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*^  would  be  wife  in  thetiij  as  indivL 
^'  dual  and  private  Mortals,  to  look 
"  back  a  little  upon  the  Storms  they 
"  have  raifed,  a5  well   as   thofe  they 
"  hayp  efcafed'y  to  reflect,  that  they 
*^  have  been  Authors  of  a   new  and 
^'  wonderful      thing      in      England y 
"  which  is,  for  a  Houfe  of  Commons 
**'  to  lofe  the  univerfal  Favour  of  the 
*'  Numbers  they  reprefent:  to  obferve, 
"  how  thofe  whom  they  thought  fit  to 
*'  perfecute  for  Righteounefs  fake,  have 
"  been  openly  carefled  by  the  People  ; 
"  and  to  remember,  how   themfelves 
"  fat  in  fear  of  their  Perfons  from  po-» 
^1  pular  Rage.     Now,  if  they  would 
know  the  Secret  of  all  this  unprece- 

'^  dented 
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**  dented  Proceeding  in  their  Mafters ; 
"  they  muft  not  impute  it  to  their 
**  freedom  in  Debate,  or  declaring  their 
*'  opinions ;  but  to  that  unparliamen- 
**  tary    abufe    of   fetting    Individuals 
"  upon  their    Shoulders,    who    were 
"  hated  by  God  and  Man.     For,  it 
"  feems,  the  Mafs  of  the  People,  in 
**  fuch    ConjuRclures    as    this,    have 
"  opened  their  Eyes,  and  will  not  en- 
*^  dure  to  be  governed  by  Clodius  and 
"  Curio y  at  the  Head  of  their  Mynni^ 
*'  dons  \  although    thefe    be    ever   fo 
*'  numerous,    and  compofed  of  their 
*'  own  Reprefentatives."     This  Para- 
graph will,  it  is  hoped,   lead   to  very 
ferious  Refleclions  on  the  dan^^er  of  a 

Majo- 
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Majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
being  fuffered  to  exift  in  oppofition  to 
the  wiflies  of  the  People. 

Among  the  many  political  Herefies 
of  thefe  times,  one  curious  pofition  is, 
that  the  Minifter,  who  advifes  the 
Kino;  to  diffolve  the  Parliament  ao;ainft 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
deferves  cenfare,  nay  perhaps  Impeach- 
ment. This  would  not  have  been  noticedj 
if  it  had  not  been  advanced  by  a  popu- 
lar Leader.  The  pofition  means  neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  this,  that  every  Man 
is  to  be  cenfured,  who  gives  advice  to 
the  King,  except  that  popular  Leader'^ 
and  his  advice  would  have  been  to  pafs 

a  Bill 
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a  Bill  to  render  the  Crown  unworthy 
the  royal  Brows  of  him  who  wears  it. 
Such  advice  would  have  been  as. 
treacherous  as  that  which  was  given 
Charles  the  Firft,  when  he  pafied  thofe 
A61:s  which  brought  him  to  the  Block, 
Thanks  to  the  Lords,  it  has  been 
fruftrated.  To  cenfure  the  Advice,  is 
to  check  the  Exerclfe  of,  and  indiredly 
to  deny,  that  which  the  Confederates 
want  to  deftroy,  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Grown  to  diffolve  Parliament, 

Another  heretical  Dodrine,  mors 
prevalent  in  the  prefent  than  in  any 
former  Houfe  of  Commons,  is,  that 
the  end  and  intent  of  Delegation  is  to 
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fet  up  one  Minlfter,  and  to  pull  down 
another.     The  influence  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  on  the  appomtrnent  of 
Minifters,  has  begot  in  fome  Members 
the  wild  Idea,  that  they  have  derived 
from  us  a  Power  to  dictate  to  the  King 
'WhsLt  fet  of  Men  he  ought  to  employ  ; 
but  it  does  not  require  much  argument 
to  prove,  that  if  the  choice  of  Minif* 
ters  is  confined  to  one  or  two  Men,  and 
a  Majority  (hould  determine  to  refift 
the  Meafures  of  every  other  Perfon  ap- 
pointed by  the  Grown,  that  the  execu- 
tive   Government    of    this    Country 
would  be  divefted  out  of  that  fngle 
Perfon^    m    whom  it  has    been  im- 
memorially    placed    by   general  con- 
fent,    fox    the     general    good.     The 

office 
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office-  of  King  would  ceafe  to  exift, 
and  that  Majority  would  in  fad  become 
S^ofuereign.  In  fuch  a  Crifis  there  is  no 
Qther  alternative  than  a  Diffolution  of 
the  Crown,  or  a  Diffolution  of  fuch  an 
Houfe  of  Commons,  It  is  painful  to 
a  peaceable  Subjed  to  refJedt,  that  he 
lives  in  thofe  days  when  it  is  neceffary 
to  ftate  this  alternative  which  the  Coa- 
ftitution  has  taught  him  :  but  •  Truth, 
and  Juftice  call  upon  him  to  ftate  it. 
To  fuppofe  that  the  King  would  no- 
minate a  fervile  Favourite,  the  mere 
objed:  of  his  whim,  for  the  Minifter 
of  Britain,  or  that  an  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons would  acquiefce  in  fuch.  a  no- 
mination, is  no  lefs  abfurd  than  to 
E  a  fup*' 
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fvippofe  a  Britifh  Monarch  is  bound  to 
receive  into  his  Service  the  Leader  of 
any  particular  Set  of  Men;  nay,  it  is 
as  abfurd  as  to  fuppofe,  that  he  fhould 
rctiin  in  it  a  Minifter  whofe  Meafures 
would  have  led  him  to  his  own  De^ 
ftrudion.  The  difcretionary  Power 
of  appointing  and  oppofing  lies  be- 
tween the  two  Extremes.  Neither  the 
choice  of  Men,  nor  the  oppofition  to 
them,  ought  to  be  merely  perfonal. 
Moderate  Whigs  and  moderate  T'ories 
have  always  thought  the  privilege  of 
examining  into  tfie  Condud  of  evil 
Counfellors,  impeaching  and  puniffiing 
them,  fufficient  to  preferve  the  Liber- 
ties of  the  People;  that  a  ba4  Miniftej: 

of 
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pf  the  King,  is  much  lefs  to  be  dreadecf 
than  a  bad  Minifter  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons^  againft  whom  the  People 
can  have  no  redrefs,  but  hi  the  Exercifc 
of  that  Prerogative  which  has,  thercr 
fore,  been  providentially  vefted  In  the 
Crown,  to  defeat  the  views  of  a  felf- 
interefted  Senate. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  that  there  is 
any  intention  to  violate  the  Septennial 
AQ:  by  prolonging  the  duration  of  Par- 
liament beyond  Seven  Years,  although 
the  Leglflature  can  do  it  with  the  fame 
juftice  that  it  violated  the  Triennial 
Ad.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  will 
for  the  prefent  (we  are  told)  be  con* 
%  tent 
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tent  with  being  permitted  to  continue 
during  the  remainining  Term  of  its 
Conftitutlonal  Exiftence,  But  the. 
four  Years,  for  which  time  the  entire 
Patronage  of  the  Eaft  Indies  was  to 
have  been  veiled  in  certain  Nominees^ 
might  be  found  to  be  a  period  \\x 
which  one  Man  might  coi^trive  effec'^ 
tually  to  fix  himfelf  for  Life  in  Admi- 
niftration.  In  a  lefs  fpace  of  Time 
the  long  Parhament  of  Charles  the 
Firft,  which  began  alfo  by  affuming 
Sovereign  Executive  Powers^  brought 
down  upon  their  Fellow-fubjeds  all  the 
Horrors  of  a  Civil  War,  which  not 
only  deftroyed  the  King  and  Lords, 
but  at  length  terminated  in  the  aboli-? 

tion 
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tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  itfelfj 
by  one  of  its  own  creatures.     The  firft  . 
Seffibn  of  the  long  Parliament  deferves 
the  moft  fincere  Gratitude  from  Pofte- 
rity,  for  having  abolifhed  the  High 
Commiffion  Court,  and  the  Court  of 
Star  Chamber,  and  for  having  effeded 
many  other  very  falutary  Regulation?, 
The  fecond  Seffion  of  the  prefent  Par-» 
liament  will  be  no  lefs  gratefully  re- 
membered, for  having  put  an  end  to  a 
corrupt  Adminiftratlon  and  an  unfor- 
tunate conteft  with  our  late  Colonies, 
for  having   aboHfhed   the    Boards    of 
;Trade  and  Green  Cloth,  for  having 
pafied   the  Contradors    Bill,  and  for 
having,  by  many  other  prudent  Laws, 

reftored 
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I'eftofed  the  Independence  of  the  Bri-» 
tifli  Commons.     Thus  far  the  Aims 
and  the  Struggles  of  both  were  juft  and 
honourable;  but  there  is  a  Hne  beyond 
which  to  pafs  is  Death  or  Anarchy : 
and    if   the   time  is   come,    or   fhall 
come,  when  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
does  not  know  where  to  flop,  it  ought 
to  be  diflblved.     The  Ad  for  the  per- 
petual Parliament  was  fatal  to. the  Le- 
giflature  which  made  it;  and  the  great 
Hittorian  of  thofe  Times,  in  his  ob- 
fervations    upon   it,  fays :  "  That  k 
**  removed  the  Land-marks,  and  de- 
^*  ftroyed  the  Foundation  of  the  King- 
**  dom."     Some  late  proceedings    io 
*  Clar.  Hill,  book  III*  p.  261. 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly  mark  the  Will  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  continue  its  own  dura- 
tion, and  fome  late  Refolutions,  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  wifh  to  conti- 
nue it,  that  unlefs  our  Reprefentatives 
recoiled  themfelves,  and  fee  through 
the  Aims  of  thofe  who  have  led  them 
on  to  the  meafures  they  have  adopted  ; 
the  Prerogative  of  diflblving  Parlia- 
ment was  never  more  neceflary  than  at 
prefent,  to  the  fafety  of  the  Crown, 
and  never  could  be  exerted  more  bene- 
ficially for  the  People. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  In 
the  middle  of  a  Parliament,  when 
the  Members  are   moft   apt  to  forget 

F  their 
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their  Conflituents*  circumflances  may 
concur  to  render  a  Diflblution  expe- 
dient ;  it  is  to  be  hoped,  there  never 
will  be  a  Miniikr  fo  timid  as  not  to 
adopt  and  to  advife  it,  when  thefe  cir- 
ciimttances  do  concur.  Danger  alone 
calls  forth  great  Abilities  into  Exertion, 
and  then  are  the  Virtues  of  thofe  Re- 
prefentatives,  v/ho  really  poflefs  the 
Confidence  of  the  People,  fully  dif- 
played.  That  Man  deferves  erery 
thing  of  his  Country,  who  boldly 
ventures  to  ftand  forth  the  Champion 
of  its  Conftitutlon  againft  every  am- 
bitious Confederacy  that  appears  in  the 
Kingdom;  and  who,  by  diflblving 
Parliament  (when  he  thinks  it  ought  to 
6  be 


(     35     ) 

be  diffolved),  calls  for  the  Declfion,  not 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  of  the 
People  at  large  upon  the  Propriety  of 
his  Condud. 

The  good  People  of  England  arc 
no  lefs  renowned  for  their  Loyalty,  than 
a  zealous  Attachment  to  their  Rights 
and  Liberties.  The  Conflitution  has 
accurately  marked  out  the  Preroga- 
tives of  the  Sovereign,  and  the  Privi- 
leges of  the  Subjed  ;  and  our  Hiftory 
furniflies  flriking  Inflances  of  faithful 
Allegiance,  and  firm  Refiftance  to  regal 
Authority.  If,  therefore,  the  queftion 
ever  arifes,  whether  an  Adminiftration 
fhail  be  appointed  by  the  fupreme 
F  %  Ma^ 
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Magiftrate  fubje£l  to  the  controul^  not 
the  Dh'eBio7$y  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, if  there  (hould  be  a  ftrnggle  to 
mafter  the  Crown  :  let  not  the  Minif- 
ter  hefitate  in  fuch  a  cribs,  if  fuch  a 
crilis  ever  takes  place,  to  diffolve  Par- 
liament ;  let  him  appeal  to  the  people^ 
and  he  may  be  a  flu  red  that  they  would 
fliew  their  loyalty  by  rejeding  thofe 
Candidates  who  attempted  to  encroach 
on  the  executive  power  to  the  danger 
pf  public  and  conflitutional  Liberty; 
that  they  would  withdrav/  their  con- 
fidence from  thofe  who  had  been  ready 
to  lay  violent  hands  on  private  pro- 
perty ;  and  that  they  would  difplay 
their  allegiance   by    fupporting    fuch 

men 
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nicn  as  feel  their  own  IntereR  infepa- 
rable  from  that  of  a  Prince  vvifliing  to 
fecure  his  for  the  piirpofe  of  protcding 
theirs. 

Thus  iTiUch  on  the   expediency  of 
nJiffolving  Parliament  :  permit  an  ejec- 
tor to  fubjoin  a  few  Refieftions  with 
refped  to   the   choice  of  Reprefenta- 
tives. 

There  is  no  fubjedl  with  regard  to 
which  Paffion  and  Intereft,  pubHc 
and  private  motives  oftener  clafli  and 
interfere,  than  the  Preference  which 
is  due  to  one  Candidate  more  than 
another.    It  would  be  unpardonable  to 

reje£l 
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rjje(3  the  folicitations  of  fi'iendil:iip  or 
connexion  in  any  other  than  a  public 
caiife.   Gratitude  to  an  individual  muft 
give  way  to  the  welfare  of  the  ftate. 
In  the  hour  of  danger,  and  in  the  day 
of    trial,   freemen    will    decide    upon 
pr.blic  principles,  and  determine  their 
choice  of  men  according  to  the  com- 
plexkn  of  the  times.    If  hafty   ftrides 
are  making  to  bring   the  Crow?z  into 
compleat  fubjeclion,  the  prefent  crifis 
requires  an  Houie  of  Commons  more 
ready  to  uphold,  than   to  reduce   its 
prerogative.     A  premature  Diffolution 
will  doubtlefs  excite  the  meanefl  elec- 
tor to  enquire  into  the  caufe.  and  to 
know   tlie  real  Authors  of  it.      The 

trm 
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true  caufe  then  is  the  IntroduSlion  of 
the  Eafl:  India  Bill  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  not  the  rejeEiion  of  it  by  the 
Houfe  of  Lords ;  and  the  real  Author 
of  it,  the  Man  who  introduced  it,  Jn 
the  confideration  of  that  Bill  has  beea 
involved  the  caufe  of  an  antient  iimitcd 
Monarchy,  proteding  the  Rights  of 
the  people  beyond  any  other  known 
fyftem  of  human  policy.  The  Author 
of  it  boldly  declared  that  he  would 
rifque  his  charader  on  its  merits.  The 
nation  decides  againft  its  merits,  and 
of  courfe  againft  t/jat  charader.  His 
Majelly,  judging,  as  his  People  judge, 
of  the  Bid,  has  not  thought  proper 
to  Goiifide  longer  in  a  Minilter,    who, 

under 
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tender  the  pretext  of  aboliihing  Afiatid 
.Defpotifm,  brought  in  this  Bill,  which 
indiredly  tended  to  controul  the  Crown 
he  ferved,  and  to  afFed:  the  dearefl: 
Rights  of  the  People,  which  the 
Crown  is  bound  to  watch  over.  If 
therefore  there  fhould  be  a  Diflblu* 
tion,  the  eledors  will  determine  whe^ 
ther  the  late  change  in  Adminiilra- 
tlon,  and  the  confequent  Diffolution, 
are  to  be  afcribed  to  clofet  intrigue 
and  fecret  influence,  or  the  well- 
grounded  apprehenfions  for  the  fafety 
cf  the  King  and  People,  arifing  from 
'encroachments  on  the  executit^e  power, 
meditated  and  attempted  ly  its  own 
Jlrvants  \  and  from  a  project  to  con- 
vert 


(     41     ) 

vert  Its  neceflary  influence  againfl:  it- 
felf,  and  again  ft  the  people.  When 
they  have  determined,  they  will  ex- 
prefs  their  judgment  by  fupporting,  or 
withholding  their  fupport  from 
thofe,  who  voted  for  the  Eafl  India 
Bill. 

That  Bill  has  at  length  onened  our 

O  i. 

eyes  ;  we  can  now  fee  the  real  cha- 
racters of  Men,  and  it  is  according 
to  the  lotes  which  they  have  given  that 
we  can  belt  judge  of  their  pretenfions 
to  our  future  confidence.  By  that,  and 
the  many  other  great  national  quef- 
tions  which  have  been  decided  within 
the  lail  two  years,  every  Member  of 

G  Par- 


(     4^     ) 

Parliament  has  been  fairly  put  to  the 
trial    of  his    wifdom    and    integrity. 
An    obninate    peifeverance     in     the 
American  war,  (hewed  the  forefight 
of  thofe  who  would  facrifice  Britain  for 
the  vifionary  profpedl  of  recovering  her 
late  colonies.     The  peace,  which  was 
approved  of  by  the  merchants  trading 
to  the  Eaft  and  Wcfl  Indies,  and  the 
City  of  London,    though  not  indeed 
by  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
itions,  mariifefled  fome  anxiety  at  leafl: 
to  fupply,    by    the  return  of   Com- 
merce,   the   lofs    we    have    fuflaincd 
by   the  difmemberment  of   the  Em- 
pire ;   and,  laftly,   the  Eaft  India  Bill 
fully  difcriminated   between  the  real 

Friends 
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Friends  of  the  Conftitution,  and  the 
Confederates  againft  it. 

If  an  obferver  was  difpofed  to  ar- 
range in  claffes  the  prefent  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  People,  he  might  with 
very  little  variation  of  charadler  divide 
them  in  the  following  manner  : 

'The  jirft  clafs,  he  would  fay,  is  a 
corps  well  experienced  in  the  arts  of 
Divifion,  which,  having  received  all 
of  them  their  wages,  and  many  their 
political  exiftence  from  the  Minifter 
who  profecuted  the  American  war,  dill 
thinks  itfelf  bound  to  fupport  him  : 
this  clafs  perfevered  to  the  laft  in  the 
G  2  American 
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American  meafures,  oppofcd  every 
fpccles  of  reform,  and  every  effort  to 
reduce  the  inordinate  influence  of  the 
Crown,  cenfured  the  peace  which 
their  war  had  rendered  ncceffary  ;  and, 
laiily,  fupported  the  India  Bill. 

The   feconcly     he    would    obferve, 
chiefly     confifls     of    very    defperate 
Whigs,   leagued   under  a  Leader,-  of 
whom  it  may  be  doubted  whether  he 
is  not  more  dangerous  i?t  than  out  of 
Place ;   who  has  had  few  fcruples  as  to 
tlie  means   of  attaining  power,    and 
fcvver  ftill  as  to  the  mode  of  preferv- 
ing  it.      Whilil  his  great  abilities  were 
difplayed   in   oppohng  bad  Miniflers, 
3"  bad 
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bad  Meafures,  and  the  overgrown  In- 
fluence of  the  Crown,  the  Country 
gave  him  the  credit  of  ading  upon  the 
pureft  principles ;  but  when  his  inor- 
dinate ambition  was  difcovered,  and 
he  began  to  invade  the  rights  of  his 
fellow-fubjeds,  and  to  aim  ateftablifli- 
ing  for  himfelf  a  greater  influence  than 
the  Crown  ever  had,  the  Public  be- 
gan to  quettion  his  principles;  and 
they  are  at  length  fatisfied,  that  a  Mi- 
nifter,  who  is  not  the  Friend  of  the 
juft  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  can- 
not be  the  Friend  of  the  People. 

Thefe  two  clafl!es  have  joined  their 

Force  under  an  arbitrary  Duumviratey 

b  and 
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and  their  firft  charaderiftic  attempt 
has  been,  under  the  fpecious  form  of  an 
India  Bill,  to  profcribe  both  King  and 
Conftitution. 

The  third  clafs,  he  would  tell  you, 
is  a  fmall  Band  of  honeft  Men,  among 
whom  are  to  be  found  the  Names  of 
Pouis^  Pitt^  Honey  woody  ^ftley^  and 
JVrayy  Men  who  have  ftrenuoufly  con- 
tended againft  the  exorbitant  Influence 
of  the  Crown,  without  attempting  to 
affume  it  to  themfelves.  When  they 
have  oppofed  a  Minifter,  they  have 
acled  from  a  Convidlion  of  the  badnefs 
of  his  Meafures ;  and  when  they  have 
fupported  new  Minifters,  their  Con- 
dud 
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dud  has  been  regulated  by  an  honeft 
Inclination  to  give  them  a  fair  Trial ; 
and,  laftly,  they  have,  with  abhor- 
rence, reprobated  the  principles  of  the 
Eait  India  Bill 

To   fuftain,  to   ftrengthen,  and  to 
increafe  this  Band,   is  the  Duty  of  all 
who  are  entrufted  with  the   Right  of 
Voting  for  Reprefentatives.     The  pru- 
dent Exercife   of    this  Franchife    be- 
comes every  Day  more  important,  and 
more  necefiary,  as  the  flate  of  Repre- 
fentation  becomes  more  defedive.     In 
fome  Boroughs,  the  Spirit  of  Elet6^ion 
is  quite  gone;  in  others,  enfiaved.    It 
is  therefore  necefiary  for  the  indepen- 
dent 


(     48     ) 

dent  Towns  and  Counties  to  be  more 
circumfped  in  the  choice  of  Members, 
not  merely  adverting  to  their  Wealth 
and  Connexion,  but  electing  Men  who 
have  Abilities  to  bear  down  the  No- 
minees of  the  Great  and  Powerful. 
The  Houfe  of  Commons  is,  indeed, 
fometimes  very  much  enlightened  by 
the  perfons  who  are  fent  into  it  by  the 
poorelt  Electors,  influenced  in  their 
voices  by  the  great  Men  whofe  Vaflkls 
they  are.  But  it  is  univerfally  allowed, 
that  our  national  Virtue  and  Profperity 
depends  on  the  united  Efforts  of  thofe 
Men  who  are  mutually  connciSled  with 
us  by  aEiual  EkSlion  and  real  Choke. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe,  my  Countrymen,  are  the 
genuine  fentiments  of  an  Eledor,  who 
would  enjoy,  with  thankfulnefs,  in 
filence,  the  Bleffings  of  that  profound 
Peace  which  now  prevails  in  every 
quarter  of  the  world,  if  our  inteftine 
Tumults  and  Divilions  did  not  render 
an  appeal  to  the  Publick  neceflary.  The 
fliortnefs  of  the  prefent  Recefs  of  Par- 
liament argues  an  impatience  in  the 
late  Minifters  to  regain  their  Places* 
jTo  this  principle  too  we  may  attribute 
an  Enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  Na- 
tion. If  they  fucceed,  we  muft  na- 
turally exped  that  Demands  of  Peer-»^ 
ages  will  be  infolent,  and  irreliftible ; 

H  that 
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that    Refentment    will    furnifli    other 
India  Billsy  and  other  Schemes,  alike 
fatal  to  the  Crown  and  the  Country  s 
Dii  potius   avertant!     A  Minifter   is 
called  forth  from  that  Houfe,  where 
his    Name,  his  Abilities,  and  unble- 
miflied  Character,  are  highly  revered  j 
whofe  Zeal  (whether  judicious  is  not 
now  the  queftion)  to  reform  the  State 
of  our  Reprefentation  has  at  leaft  dif- 
played  an  unfeigned  hereditary  Love 
for  the  People ',  and  whofe  Anxiety 
to  refcue  the  King  from  being  impofed 
on,  has   demonftrated   his   regard  for 
an  ancient  Conftitution :  whether  he 
is  to  be  fupported,  ought  to  depend  oti 
the    Reditude    of   the    Meafures  he 
5  means 
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means  to  purfue ;  he  ought  at  leaft  to 
be  fairly  tried.  If  that  Trial  ought 
to  be  made,  and  if  it  cannot  be  made 
unlefs  a  new  Parliament  is  called ;  if 
the  Authors  of  the  late  India  Bill 
muft  be  forced  again  into  office,  by 
Majorities  ading  againft  what  we,  who 
are  out  of  the  Houfe,  know  to  be  the 
univerfal  wifh  of  the  People  at  large, 
unlefs  that  new  Parliament  is  called  t 
You  and  I  are  bound  moft  earneftly  to 
pray,  that  he,  who  may  conftitutionally 
fay  it,  will  fay,  Provoco  ad  Populum. 
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